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of the one true God. Khadija at once at-
tached a special meaning to the strange visi-
tations which had befallen her husband, and
she became his first convert. For 23 years
she was Mohammed^s sole wife, but after her
death in 619, he married 10 wives, besides ac-
quiring concubines and female slaves. Politi-
cal considerations and the early death of his
sons doubtless influenced some of these al-
liances. Mohammed's earliest labors were
among his family and intimate friends, but
about 612 he began to teach in public, pro-
claiming the unity of the God-head, and con-
demning infanticide, murder, and idolatry.
Persistent persecution at length drove Mo-
hammed and his disciples from Mecca to Me-
dina. It is this Hejira, or flight, in July, 622,
from which the Mohammedan world com-
putes its era.

As time went on, Mohammed withdrew
the concessions he had originally made to
those of other faiths. Growing power and
success led to loftier claims; coercion was
sanctioned when the means of exercising it
were achieved; idolaters were to be slain; un-
believers were to be persecuted. In 630 Mo-
hammed and his followers marched upon
Mecca, which fell easily and soon became the
center of Islam. In 10 years from the Hejira
Mohammedanism numbered its adherents by
thousands. Mohammed's death took place
in 632 in Medina, and there he was buried.
Although Mohammed's belief in the reality
of his mission never failed, neither regal state
nor personal ambition appealed to him. His
courage was magnificent, and the loyalty he
inspired in his followers is proof of his sin-
cerity. His mental abilities were extraordinary.
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Mohammed II. (1430-81), sultan of Tur-
key, began to reign in 1451. He captured
Constantinople (1453), made it his capital,
and made many subsequent conquests.

Mohammed V., Re chad Effendi (Meh-
med, or Mehemmed) (1844-1918), Sultan
of Turkey. For 33 years Rechad was kept a
prisoner by Sultan Abdul Hamid, but when
the revolution of the Young Turks (April,
1909) caused the dethronement and exile of
that ruler, Rechad was taken from his pal-
ace-prison and placed upon the throne of the
Ottoman Empire.

Mohammedanism, or the faith of Islam,

r.he name given to the religion  founded in
ihe 7th century by Mohammed. Mohammed
caught that the Creator rules the universe
ttith love and mercy; He alone is to be wor-
shipped; in Him confidence may be placer!
in time of adversity. There must be no mur-
murings at His decrees; life must be placed
in His hands, in trust and love.   The fatal-
ism which has come to be regarded as part
of the Moslem creed bad no place in the sys-
tem established by Mohammed, who again
and again repudiated the idea.   Mohammed
taught reform, not revolution. Although the
idolatry of Arabia was polytheistic, the first
part of the formula which has since become
the watchword of the Mohammedan faith
was but the echo of a prayer common enough
among the pagan devotees at the holy shrine
in  Mecca;  and with  the  establishment  of
Islam, Mecca retained its sanctity. Once Mo-
hammed was safely established at Medina,
there began a departure from the broad phil-
anthropic lines of the original message. "The
power of success, the zeal of fanatics, and po-
litical considerations, while popularizing the
creed, ultimately led to that exclusiveness, in-
tolerance,  and bigotry which have become
such marked features of the' faith of Islam.
The 'Messenger of GodJ laid down a plan of
salvation based on ceremonial law. Fasts and
festivals were proclaimed; stress was laid on
pilgrimages,  and special blessings were  at-
tached to a pilgrimage to Mecca.  Later de-
velopments changed the attitude of the 'faith-
ful' towards Christians and Jews from one of
friendship and toleration to one of aggression
and persecution, and this, like other changes,
was supposed to be sanctioned by revelation.
A holy war, in which a martyr's crown was
held out as the reward of those who fell, was
to  be prosecuted against infidels.   Captive
women were condemned to slavery or concu-
binage;   polygamy   was   not   only   counte-
nanced   but   encouraged.    Notwithstanding
the retrogression, the creed spread until be-
fore Mohammed's death, in 632, all Arabia
acknowledged his spiritual and temporal su-
premacy.   Mohammed himself wrote noth-
ing.  The Koran, the scripture of the creed,
was compiled after his death. This book not
only embraces the whole gospel of Islam and
its theology, but it also forms the basis of
Moslem law and government; it is the final
court of appeal for all Moslems.  The Mos-
lem religion has no mysteries, no sacraments,
no altars or images, and no intermediaries.
There are teachers and preachers, but strict-
ly speaking no priests.  Every Mohammedan